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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 099213 
ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO PM-04 AID-05 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 ACDA-10 MC-02 SP-02 DODE-OO INRE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO /063 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/OA/AVP:JMROBERTS:SP 
APPROVED BY EB/OA/AVP:AJWHITE 
NEA/ARP:FHGERLACH 
PM/SAS:SWINSHIP 

0223 12Z 100131/70 

O R 022232Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
COMFAIRMED 
COMNAVAIRSYSCOM 

UNCLAS STATE 099213 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, SA 

SUBJECT: SAUDI OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE FOR A-4 FERRY TO 
KUWAIT 

REF: A) STATE 93980 B) USD AO CARIO 021 154Z C) KUWAIT 
02347 

1 . ON MARCH 26, THE KUWAIT GOVERNMENT RECEIVED APPROVAL 
FROM THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT (SAG) MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) FOR THE A-4 FLIGHT TO OVERFLY SAUDI 
ARABIA. REFTEL C PROVIDES TEXT OF LETTER FROM SAG MFA TO 
KUWAIT EMBASSY IN JIDDA. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 099213 

2. REQUEST EMB APPROACH SAG MFA AND DETERMINE IF THIS 
APPROVAL IS STILL VALID IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT THE 
AIRCRAFT WILL BE FLOWN BY SKYWAY'S INC. PILOTS, WHO ARE 
US CITIZENS, RATHER THAN KUWAITI PILOTS. PLEASE NOTIFY 
DEPARTMENT ASAP SAG MFA'S DECISION. IN YOUR CONVERSATION 
WITH THE MFA, POINT OUT THAT THIS CHANGE WAS MADE WITH 
THE APPROVAL OF THE KUWAITI GOVERNMENT. 
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3. FYI: A-4 AIRCRAFT, HOLDING AT SIGONELLA NAF, ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO MAKE GOOD A 0900Z DEPARTURE ON MAY 3. 
THEIR DESIRE IS TO REFUEL IN CARIO AND FLY ON TO KUWAIT 
SO AS TO ARRIVE BEFORE SUNDOWN (FOR SAFETY PURPOSES). 

THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT HAS GIVEN THIS FLIGHT A 48 HOUR 
OVERFLIGHT/LANDING CLEARANCE. IT EXPIRES AT 2400 LOCAL, 
MAY 4. COMPLICATING THIS IS THE GREEK GOVERNMENT AIR- 
SPACE OVERFLIGHT AUTHORIZATION WHICH EXPIRES 2400 LOCAL, 
MAY 3. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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